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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FITZPATRICK).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 4, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL G.
FITZPATRICK to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2011, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

——————

IN HONOR OF ROGER KENNEDY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
note with sorrow the passing of Roger
Kennedy last Friday. Roger had a long
and storied career that exemplified no-
tions of public service. He was, indeed,
a renaissance man.

It’s hard to think of anything that
Roger had not done in his lifetime,
with the possible exception of hold
elective office. He was Director of the
National Park Service, Director of the

Smithsonian’s National Museum of
American History, vice president of fi-
nance for the Ford Foundation. He was
special assistant to three Cabinet Sec-
retaries, a lawyer, a journalist, and
somehow found time to write 10 books.
Actually, he had run unsuccessfully for
Congress against fellow Minnesotan
Gene McCarthy over 60 years ago. How
might history have been different if he
had won.

You found out about Roger’s exploits
in bits and pieces. When you were en-
gaged in conversation, he would reach
back into the past to illustrate points
with very tangible, concrete, easy-to-
understand examples, often with him-
self having been in the middle of it.

My legislative director, Janine
Benner, and I became acquainted with
Roger as we were dealing with policies
to prevent, cope, and recover from nat-
ural disasters. One of Roger’s books
was titled ‘“Wildfire and Americans:
How to Save Lives, Property, and Your
Tax Dollars.” His kind words men-
tioning us by name in the acknowl-
edgement was a high point of both of
our careers. He was a valued partici-
pant in sessions we would have before
and after Hurricane Katrina. He was a
keen student of the built environment,
dealing with unintended consequences
of policy, whether putting Los Alamos
nuclear laboratory facilities in the
middle of an area that had been repeat-
edly burned by wildfires or digging into
the history of the early South, slavery
and land use, the Jeffersonian model.
He provided information and insights
that were unique, profound, and pro-
vocative. Even after his retirement, he
continued to be a scholar, an advocate,
a friend, and a mentor—especially a
mentor.

I have read the articles that were
about Roger in The New York Times,
The Washington Post, but none cap-
tured better than a note from our legis-
lative director, Janine Benner, who
wrote, ‘“Roger was a big thinker, un-

derstanding the way things in the
world fit together. I loved just listen-
ing to him talk. It made me feel like at
least there were a few people who un-
derstand how the world really should
be. I always kept my notes from the
conversations in hopes that they would
make me smarter. He was devoted to
public service, even in ‘retirement.’ He
was always thinking about ways to
make the world a better place. While
he was very focused on the past, writ-
ing books about history, he was a mas-
ter at using that knowledge to inform
himself and others about the future.
Preventing devastating damage from
wildfires and his exploration of the
flame zone was a great example.”

Mr. Speaker, we often talk about
someone’s passing as an opportunity to
celebrate their life. It’s hard to imag-
ine a better life to be celebrated, more
productive, with greater joy and in-
sight, than the life Roger Kennedy
lived.

Today people in government seem in-
capable of dealing with big issues, mat-
ters of consequence in a thoughtful and
cooperative fashion. Well, there’s no
better role model for any of us to meet
the challenge in all our opportunities
and responsibilities than Roger Ken-
nedy. On behalf of our legislative direc-
tor, Janine Benner, and the people in
our office who were privileged to know
and work with Roger, we extend our
sympathies to his wife, Frances, and
Roger’s circle of family and friends. We
are all going forward strengthened by
Roger’s friendship, scholarship, and ex-
ample.

————

AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, this Friday
will be the 10th anniversary of our
troops being committed to Afghani-
stan. This commitment by the previous

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H6507



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-06T16:43:12-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




